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Jo sip Broz Ti to’s vi sit to In do ne sia in 1958

Sum mary

Jo sip Broz Ti to’s of fi cial trip to In do ne sia in De cem ber 1958 was re a li zed at chal-
len ging ti me for Yugo sla via’s fo re ign af fa irs. Wis hing to avoid uni la te ral re la ti ons with the 
gre at world po wers, Bel gra de was trying to esta blish a re la ti on ship with the Third World 
co un tri es. It was in the light of this po li ti cal si tu a tion that Ti to’s trip to In do ne sia and his 
me e ting with Ac hmad Su kar no was gre atly sig ni fi cant. 

The Yugo slav de le ga tion spent ten days in In do ne sia and di suc ced du ring that vi sit 
to pics re gar ding bi la te ral re la ti ons, in ter na ti o nal pro blems, si tu a tion in the re gion and re la-
ti ons with the gre at po wers. Sin ce the So vi et Union had a gre at in flu en ce in In do ne sia, it 
was cru cial for the Yugo slav de le ga tion to shed light on the es sen ce of Bel gra de’s con flict 
with Mo scow. They pre sen ted the dan gers of uni la te ral re la ti ons with the gre at po wers and 
po in ted out the advan ta ges of bi la te ral re la ti ons out si de the li mi ta ti ons im po sed by bloc 
af fi li a ti ons. It was con clu ded that the re la ti ons in the Asian-Afri can re gi ons we re dis rup-
ted, espe ci ally com pa red to the unity de mon stra ted at the Ban dung Con fe ren ce. One of the 
main con cerns for the Yugo slav de le ga tion was the stren gthe ning and the gro wing in flu en-
ce of Chi na. The fe ar of Chi na’s po ten tial ex pan si o nist in ten ti ons was in cre a singly pre sent 
in all the co un tri es of the re gion. In do ne sia was not sa tis fied with the Yugo slav eco no mic 
ap pro ach. Alt ho ugh the strong po li ti cal ti es and fo re ign po licy prin ci ples cre a ted a fa vo ra-
ble cli ma te, the pos si bi li ti es of im pro ving eco no mic ex chan ge had not been ex plo red. 

The aim of the trip to In do ne sia was to se cu re good re la ti ons bet we en the two co un-
tri es, con firm the co ur se of the fo re ign po licy and amend the de fi ci en ci es in the Yugo slav 
eco no mic po licy. The talks pro vi ded an op por tu nity to furt her de ve lop the idea of co o pe ra-
tion of the ne u tral co un tri es on a wi der plat form and esta blish a com mon ap pro ach to the 
in ter na ti o nal af fa irs. Fin ding pe a ce ful so lu ti ons to in ter na ti o nal pro blems, not in ter fe ring 
with the in ter nal af fa irs of ot her co un tri es, re fra i ning from ag gres sion and the use of for ce, 
re jec tion of co lo ni a lism, sphe res of in te rest and any form of he ge mony we re the prin ci ples 
that bro ught to get her two co un tri es so far apart, In do ne sia and Yugo sla via. Trust, help, un-
der stan ding and equ a lity bet we en the ne u tral co un tri es was what ma de it pos si ble for the 
Non-Alig ned Mo ve ment to ta ke off.


