
Bo jan Si mić
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Sum mary

The vi sit of Co unt Ci a no to Yugo sla via at the be gin ning of 1939 was of a gre at im-
por tan ce for Ita lian-Yugo slav re la ti ons in the pe riod bet we en the wars. Ita lian Mi ni ster of 
Fo re ign Aff  a irs had frank re la ti ons with his Yugo slav col le ge Mi lan Sto ja di no vić and fo-
und in him re li a ble col la bo ra tor for cre a tion of ex pan si o ni stic Fa sci stic go als. The fi rst part 
of di plo ma tic ac ti vi ti es was held du ring the hun ting at the sta te pro perty Be lje. The most 
im por tant to pic of the con ver sa tion was Al ba nia and pos si bi lity to be split bet we en Yugo-
sla via and Italy. This pro po sal mo re at trac ted Sto ja di no vić than Prin ce Pa vle. Ho we ver no 
new agre e ment was sig ned du ring this vi sit. Ne vert he less Ci a no left Yugo sla via con vin ced 
that everything went on ac cor ding to the Ita lian plans.

The re la ti ons bet we en two co un tri es chan ged all of a sud den, only two we eks af ter 
Ci a no’s vi sit, Ita lian fa vo ri te Sto ja di no vić was oust from po wer. This act ca u sed Mus so li ni 
to chan ge his po licy re gar ding co o pe ra tion with Yugo sla via and de ci ded to oc cupy Al ba nia 
by him self. Wit ho ut Sto ja di no vić, Ita lian fo re ign po licy tur ned to hel ping Cro at se pa ra tists 
in the ir work on bre a king down Yugo sla via that led to wards open con fl ict in spring 1941. 
Vi sit in qu e sti on did not ha ve anything to do with fall of Yugo slav Pri me Mi ni ster. Prin ce 
Pa vle ma de this de ci sion ear li er be ca u se of two much fre e dom that Sto ja di no vić had in 
fo re ign po licy and un pre pa red ness to ne go ti a te with Cro a tian le a der ship. Ac tu ally, Prin ce 
Pa vle wa i ted two we eks to ma ke this step in or der not to le a ve the im pres sion that chan ge 
of the go vern ment had anything to do with the vi sit of Ita lian Fo re ign Mi ni ster.


